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already filled, the stage decorated, and the last music
playing. Briefly, I saw " Three Weeks after Marriage,"
followed by "My Grandmother," represented in a
superior style by the quality specified in the enclosed
bill of the play. It was really remarkably good; Lily
and Willy1 were quite famous. They had got it up very
quietly and with great pains, that I should not suspect it,
and so had perfectly escaped my vigilance. We are to
have the play over again to-night, with an occasional
prologue by Lord Minto; but this is a secret, so pray
don't mention it at dinner to-day.

c I have been reading Paley's new book, which I am
entertained with, as it contains a number of curious
particulars in anatomy, chemistry, astronomy, &c.; but
the plan of his book is not new, having been executed
by Fenelon and others; and in the argumentative part
I think him rather verbose, not to say a little twaddling.
God bless you all.*

'February 2, 1803.

c Politics seem to be very much where they were,
except that the expectations of good from Pitt are very
"much abated. He is now expected to take a feeble,
trimming part, not agreeing with Ministers, but sup-
porting them against us. We are, it would seem, a
good deal discouraged, and it is in agitation to suspend
our active measures on the ground of their inefficacy.
The idea is to take some one opportunity of declaring
once more our general opinions, and after that to

1 William Temple; for many years Her Majesty's Minister to the
Court of the two Sicilies.